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Sahand Azarbaljan

Iran: High Voter
Turnout in Turkey's
Elections Signals
\Victory of Democracy

e
Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Nasser
Kanaani  congratulated
the Turkish government,
people as well as all political
parties on the successful
holding of presidential
and parliamentary
elections, and described
the massive turnout as a
victory for democracy in the
neighboring state.

Kanaani made the remarks
on Monday after the results
suggested that Turkey’s
fiercely contested election
will go to a runoff.

The spokesperson
congratulated Turkish
people and organizers
of the presidential and
parliamentary elections as
well as the political parties
on the votes, and wished
them the best outcome.
Headded that the highvoter
turnout in the Sundays
elections is a sign of “victory
for democracy” in Turkey.
Turnout in Turkish elections
is generally high. More than
88 percent of over 64 million
eligible voters in Turkey cast
their ballots in the general
elections on Sunday to elect
a president and parliament
for a five-year term.

Turkey’s  electoral chief
Ahmet Yener has confirmed
on Monday that the
presidential race will go to
a second round on May 28
as incumbent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan fell just short of an
outright victory.

He stated that even when
the remaining 35874
uncounted overseas votes
were distributed, no one
would secure the majority
needed to win the elections
outright.

He said that preliminary

results showed Erdogan
won %4951, his main
challenger Kemal

Kilicdaroglu won %44.88
and the third candidate
Sinan Ogan won %s5.17.
Even if all uncounted votes
went to Erdogan, his votes
would move up to %49.54,
Yener added.

Daily Coronavirus Deaths in Iran Drop to2

“A sum of 101 new patients
infected with COVID-19
have been identified in the
country based on confirmed
diagnosis criteria during the
past 24 hours,” the Iranian
Health Ministrys ~ Public
Relations Center said on
Monday, and added, “63 pa-
tients have been hospitalized
during the same time span.’
It further announced that the
total number of COVID-19
patients has increased to
7,610,853.

“Unfortunately, two patients
have lost their lives in the
past 24 hours, increasing

W, ﬁ
the number of the dead to
146,214, the ministry noted.
It expressed satisfaction that
7,363,916 coronavirus pa-
tients have recovered or been
discharged from hospitals so
far.
The center went on to say
that 359 cases infected with
COVID-19 are in critical
conditions.
It added that 56,546,448
coronavirus diagnosis tests
have so far been carried out
across the country.
The health ministry public
relations warned that 7 cities
are orange, 106 cities are yel-

low, and 335 cities are blue.
Coronavirus  figures and
deaths have been on a down-
ward trend since the govern-
ment started a mass vaccina-
tion campaign.

In a televised interview in
May, Iranian President Seyed
Ebrahim Rayeesi touched on
the reopening of businesses
and schools after a successful
vaccination campaign, say-
ing that “today, in addition
to importing vaccines, we
also have a very high capac-
ity to produce vaccines in
the country and even export
them”.

The president said his gov-
ernments measures have
brought down the number of
daily deaths from the corona-
virus pandemic to a one-digit
number from hundreds.

The coronavirus COVID-19
is affecting approximately
all countries and territories
around the world. The virus
was first reported in the Cen-
tral Chinese city of Wuhan in
late 2019. It has so far killed
over 6.87 million people and
infected over 688 million oth-

ers globally.

The Iranian foreign ministry
declared that despite Wash-
ington’s claims of coopera-
tion to transfer drugs to Iran
via the new Swiss-launched
payment mechanism, the US
is troubling the process amid
the coronavirus outbreak in
the country.

Although the US claims
that medicines and medical
equipment are not under
sanctions, they have prac-
tically blocked the transfer
of Irans financial resources
in other countries into the
Swiss Humanitarian Trade
Arrangement (SHTA), for-
mer Iranian Foreign Minis-
try Spokesman Seyed Abbas
Mousavi said.

In relevant remarks in Au-
gust, Iranian First Vice-Pres-
ident Mohammad Mokhber
rapped Washington and its
allies for imposing banking
sanctions that prevent Irans
efforts to buy drugs and med-
ical equipment amid a surge
in the number of coronavirus
infected and deaths in the

country.

Finnish Petrol Prices Soar to All-European Highs

now costs 1.94 euros
(2.1$), putting Finland
in first place ahead of
Denmark and France,
Sputnik reported.
Finland also finished a
close second in diesel
prices, being edged out
by Sweden by a matter
of 3 cents at 1.83 euros
(1.998)

«This is  somewhat
surprising. Finland has
been in the top three
before, but rarely in the
lead,» Hanna Kalenoja,
a spokeswoman for the

A litre of -g50ctane petrol

1
Automotive
Information Center, told
local media.

The differences in fuel
prices among the EU
countries have generally
been attributed to salary

a
Finnish

levels and purchasing
power. In  Finland,
however, taxation was

singled out by Kalenoja
as the main reason for the
high prices.

«Right now we have the
highest level of petrol
taxation in all of Europe,
and it contributes to
the high fuel prices,»

Kalenoja stressed.

The Finnish fuel tax is
two-pronged and consists
of an excise duty and
value-added tax (VAT).
On top of that, there is a
renewable fuel obligation
that also affects the price
of fuels. In Finland, the
obligation used to be
around 20 percent, but
was cut to 13.5 percent
last year and this year,
which  has  lowered
the price of gasoline
and diesel somewhat,
although it is still higher
than in many EU nations,
many of which don>t have
itatall.

Furthermore, Finland>s
energy crisis, largely in
line with that of the entire
EU, has been fueled by
Helsinki>s backfiring
«retribution» against
Russia and its energy
over Moscowss special
operation in Ukraine.
From the very start,
Helsinki made a point
of refusing to comply

with Moscow>s demands
to pay for energy in
rubles, claiming that the
hostilities in Ukraine,
in which Finland is a
firm supporter of the

Kiev regime with both
arms and finances, made
further cooperation with
Russia impossible.

As a result, several

Finnish companies have
left the country, accruing
heavy losses.
As the Nordic nation
tries to wean itself off
Russian  energy and
sever the once-profitable
economic ties, Finns are
encumbered with soaring
energy bills. The Finnish
economy recently entered
technical recession,
with dark clouds on its
horizon attributed to
shrinking  expectations
among both consumers
and businesses.
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Iran-Misir iliskilerinde ciddi bir acilis olmasi temennisindeyiz

Disigleri Bakami Hiiseyin
Emir Abdullahiyan, IRNA
mubhabirine verdigi
roportajinda giindemdeki

cesiti  konularla ilgili
agiklamalarda bulundu.
Disisleri Bakani  Emir

Abdullahiyan ~ Iran ile
Uluslararast Atom Enerji
Ajanst

(UAEA) arasindaki
iligkilerle ilgili bir soru
tizerine «Bu baglamda iyi
bir

gelisme oldu. Biz her
zaman Rafael Grossbyi,
siyasi tavirlardan vazge¢ip
teknik agidan  Iramla
teamiile yanagmiyor diye
elestirirdik. Hatta ben son
gortismemizde bu konuyu
vurgulayarak  kendisine
soyledim» dedi.

Emir Abdullahiyan daha
sonra soyle devam etti:
«Cumhurbagkani
Ayetullah Reisi agik ve
seffaf bir sekilde bunu dile
getirdi. Biz UAEA ile

isbirligi konusunda
ciddiyiz;, Ama  Ajans
da  siyasi  tavirindan
vazgecmeli,

dedi. Ajans siyasi
egiliminden uzaklagtikca
bizimle teknik isbirligine

yanasmis olacak.
Aramizdaki isbirligi
artacak.»

Disisleri Bakami  Emir
Abdullahiyan daha
sonra yaptirimlarin
kaldirilmastyla

ilgili miizakereler
konusunda bir gelisme

olup olmadigi konusunda
bir soru

lzerine  «Amerikalilarla
mesajlagmalarimiz hala
devam ediyor. Onlardan

mesajlar aliyor ve
cevap olarak mesajlar
gonderiyoruz. Diplomasi
yolunda

Disigleri  Bakanligimizda
ilgilendigimiz Ozel
cahigmalardan biri
yaptirimlari

kaldirma yo6niinde ¢aba
gostermektir. Ama bunun
yaninda, yaptirimlarimn
etkisinde kalmamak
icin kendi projelerimiz
gelistiriyoruz» diye
konugtu.

Emir Abdullahiyan,

Tahran-Kahire arasindaki
iliskilerin ne diizeyde
olduguna dair bir
bagka soruyu da sodyle
cevaplandirdr: «Iki tilkenin
Menfaatleri Koruma
Ofisleri Tahran ve
Kahirede aktif olarak
caligtyorlar.

BU ofislerin basinda da
her iki tarafta Buytkelci
diizeyinde bir yetkili var.
Dolaysiyla aramizda direkt
temas ve irtibat icin resmi
bir kanalimiz

mevcut.»

Disigleri  Bakani ~ Emir
Abdullahiyan daha sonra

sOyle devam etti: «Tabii
bazi tlkeler de Islam
Cumhuriyeti ile  Misir
arasindaki iligki diizeyinin
arttirlamsi yolunda
bir takim girisimlerde
bulunuyorlar. ~ Biz  her
zaman

Tahran il Kahire arasinda
iligkilerin gelistirilmesi
konusuna olumlu
bakmisizdi: Buna gore,
dost ve kardeg tilke Misir ile
de, iligkilerde ciddi

bir acilis olmasi ve kargiliklt
yeni adimlar atilmasim
temenni ediyoruz.»

fSecim sonuclarinda son veriler ne

Anadolu Ajansi verilerine
gore milletvekili segciminde
bu sabah itibariyle oylarin
yizde 98,72’si sayildL
Buna gore AK Parti Tiirkiye
genelinde oylarm yiizde
35,42’sini  alarak 266
milletvekili, CHP oylarin
yiizde 25,4011 alarak 168
milletvekili, MHP oylarin
yizde 10,05ini alarak 51
milletvekili, [YI Parti oylar1
yizde 9,8ini alarak 44
milletvekili, Yesil Sol Parti
oylarin yiizde 8,79'unu
alarak 62 milletvekili,

Yeniden Refa
oylarin  yiizde

2,84 tinii
alarak 5  milletvekili,
Tiirkiye Isci Partisi ise
oylarn  ylizde 1,72'sini
alarak 4 milletvekili ¢ikardz.
Cumbhurbagkanlig

seciminde ise Anadolu
Ajans1  verilerine  iilke
genelinde oylarn yiizde
98,82’si sayildi. Buna gore
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
oylarn  ylizde 49,35'ini,
Millet ittifak’nin adayr ve
CHP Genel Bagkani Kemal
Kiligdaroglu oylarin yiizde

45ini ve Ata Ittifakinin
Cumbhurbagkan: aday1
Sinan Ogan oylarin yiizde
5,22’sini alirken, yaristan
cekilen Memleket Partisi
Genel Bagkam1 Muharrem
Ince ise yiizde 0,43 oy ald1.
ANKA haber ajansinin
verilerine gore ise
milletvekili se¢iminde bu
sabah itibariyle oylarin
ylzde 99,7811 sayildi. Buna
gore AK Parti Tiirkiye
genelinde oylarin yiizde
36,29unu, CHP oylarm
ylizde 26,02'sini MHP
oylarin ylizde 10,03'Und,
IYI Parti oylarm yiizde
10,04Und, Yesil Sol Parti

oylarn  ylizde 9unu,
Yeniden Refah  Partisi
oylarm  yiizde 2,97'ini,
Tiirkiye Isci Partisi ise
oylarm ylizde 1,77sini
alarak meclise girdi.

Cumbhurbagkanlig

seciminde ise = ANKA

haber ajans verilerine tilke
genelinde oylarin yiizde

99,831  sayildi. Buna
gore Recep Tayyip Erdogan
oylarin yiizde 49,251ni,
Millet ittifakinin aday1 ve
CHP Genel Bagkani Kemal
Kiligdaroglu oylarin yiizde
45,051ni ve Ata Ittifaki'nin
Cumbhurbagkan: aday1
Sinan Ogan oylarin yiizde
5,28ini alirken, yaristan
cekilen Memleket Partisi
Genel Bagkan1 Muharrem
Ince ise yiizde 0,42 oy ald1.
Digeryandan Yiiksek Se¢im
Kurulu Bagkami Ahmet
Yener Pazartesbnin ilk
saatlerinde 02.25 itibariyle
yaptigt aciklamada,
toplam sandiklarda
aglma  oranmmin  ytizde
91,93 oldugunu belirterek,
“Bu verilere gore Sayin
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
ylzde 49,49, Saymn Kemal
Kiligdaroglu yilizde 44,79,
Saym Sinan Ogan yiizde
529, Saym Muharrem
Ince yiizde 0,43 oy oramina
sahiptir” dedi.

isgalci israibin
kokii kazimincaya
kadar Direnis

Komutani

Kuvvetleri
General Ismail Kaani
bugiin Direnis gruplarina

yonelik verdigi bir
mesajinda  «Kudts, Bati
Seria

ve Filistinvin her tarafindaki
muicahitler, zafer sabahinin
yakin oldugunu

ispatladilar» diyevurgulad.

«El  Meyadin»  haber
kanalinin General Kaaniye
dayanarak bildirdigine
gore, Direnis gruplar
Komutanler1ve miicahitleri
direndiler ve kendilerini
toparlamayr stirdiiler. Bu
tavir diigmam korkutuyor
ve bunun sonucu

zaferdir.

General Kaani daha sonra
Gazze miicahitlerinin
kusatilmalarina ragmen
izzet, savunma ve cihad
uguruna bir takim araglar
yarattiklarina

deginerek, Direnis
mucahitlerine hitaben «Siz
Ortak Operasyon Odast
Komutanlari, savas
tarihinde yeni bir
kahramanhk ornegi
yarattiniz ve

digsmanin sahte
devasa gorinimiini

yikabileceginizi bir kez
daha

ispatladimiz» dedi.
Sipahiler Kudiis Kuvvetleri
Komutanmi General Kaani
mesajinin devaminda

«Siz  aramzdaki  birlik
ve ittifakimzla  eski
zaferlerinize bir zafer daha
ilave

edebildiniz. Bu zaferler
nihayi zafere dogru sabit
admlar niteligindedir»
derken ayrica «Iran, Filistin
halki ve Direnigine yonelik
desteklerini yine

devam ettirecek. Direnis
mihverini  giiclendirmeyi
stirdiirecek. Ve bu
miicadele, isgalci [sraibin
koki  kazinincaya kadar
devam edecektir» diye
ilave etti.
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Japanese Protesters Call for US to Be Evicted Amid Growing Tensions

Thousands of Japanese
protesters assembled
near Kadena Air Base in
Okinawa to protest the
US occupation of the
island on Saturday, on
the sist anniversary of
the island returning to
Japanese control.

The annual
demonstration =~ comes
amid rising regional
tensions as the US
supplies Taiwan with
weapons in what
China views as open
provocation, RT reported.
Chanting slogans
including “Give us back
our peaceful life” and
“Osprey get out”, the
latter being a reference to
US military helicopters,
the demonstrators
demanded the closure of
the US" Okinawa bases.
The island’s inhabitants
are weary of the pollution
- both chemical and
aural - produced by

Washington’s ~ military
outposts, as well as the
high number of crimes
committed by American
servicemembers,  from
petty theft and drunk
driving to rape and
murder.

Governor Denny Tamaki
has urged the Japanese
and US governments to
reduce the Pentagon’s
footprint on the island,
which hosts %70 of all US
military facilities in Japan
despite comprising just
%1 of the country’s total
land area.

The protests come as an
increasingly militarized
Japan becomes a focal
point in the great-power
rivalry  between  the
US and China. The US
recently fast-tracked a
500$ million defense
package to Taiwan, just
a month after hosting
Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-Wen for a hugely

controversial “unofficial”
visit, eliciting warnings
and massive military
maneuvers from Beijing.
Last year, Japan’s Ground
Self-Defense Force held
its first-ever large-scale
maritime  drill  with

US troops stationed
in Okinawa, enacting
scenarios  aimed  at
deterring  “competitor
and adversary
aggression”.

NATO is reportedly

even planning to open
a liaison office in Tokyo,
as the bloc last year
discarded the pretense
of limiting itself to the
‘North Atlantic’ part of
North Atlantic Treaty
Organization by inviting
its regional allies - Japan,
Australia, South Korea,
and New Zealand - to
its annual summit in a
signal of increased focus
on Beijing.

Should war break

., Al
~g

out between the two
countries, it is widely
understood that the US
would use its Japanese
bases to stage operations,
making Japan a likely
target of Chinese
retaliation.

Japan approved its largest
defense  budget ever
last year and plans to
double defense spending
to %2 of GDP by 2027,
making its  defense
budget the world’s third-
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largest after the US
and China, in a drive to

acquire  “counterstrike
capability”.

This represents a
significant strategic shift
away from the solely
defensive posture Tokyo
has been legally required
to maintain since the
end of World War II,
though the constitution’s
language was relaxed in
2017.

Italy Calls A Crisis Meeting After Staple Food Prices Jump

Consumers in some coun-
tries might not bat an eye
at rising macaroni prices.
But in Italy, where the food
is part of the national iden-
tity, skyrocketing pasta
prices are cause for a na-
tional crisis.

Italy’s Industry Minis-
ter Adolfo Urso has con-
vened a crisis commission
to discuss the country’s
soaring pasta costs. The
cost of the staple food rose
17.5% during the past year
through March, Italian
newspaper La Repubblica

reported.
Thats more than twice
the rate of inflation in Ita-
ly, which stood at 8.1% in
March, European Central
Bank data shows.

In nearly all of the pas-
ta-crazed country’s prov-
inces, where roughly 60%
of people eat pasta daily,
the average cost of the
staple has exceeded $2.20
per kilo, the Washington
Post reported. And in Sie-
na, a city in Tuscany, pasta
jumped from about $1.50
a kilo a year ago to $2.37,

a 58% increase, consum-
er-rights group Assoutenti
found.

That means Siena residents
are now paying about $1.08
a pound for their fusilli, up
from 68 cents a year earlier.
Such massive price hikes
are making Italian activists
boil over, calling for the
country’s officials to inter-
vene.The crisis commis-
sion is now investigating
factors contributing to the
skyrocketing pasta prices.
Whether rising prices are
cooked in from produc-
tion cost increases or are
a byproduct of corporate
greed has become a point
of contention among Ital-
ian consumers and busi-
ness owners.

Pasta is typically made
with just durum wheat
and water, so wheat prices
should correlate with pasta
prices, activists argue.

But the cost of raw materi-
als including durum wheat

have dropped 30% from a
year earlier, the consumer
rights group Assoutenti
said in a statement.

“There is no justification
for the increases other
than pure speculation on
the part of the large food
groups who also want to
supplement their budgets
with extra profits,” Assou-
tenti President Furio Tru-
zzi told the Washington
Post.

But consumers shouldn’t
be so quick to assume that
corporate greed is fueling
soaring macaroni prices,
Michele Crippa, an Italian
professor of gastronomic
science, told the publica-
tion.That’s because the pas-
ta consumers are buying
today was produced when
Russian military operation
in Ukraine was driving up
food and energy prices.
“Pasta on the shelves today
was produced months ago
when durum wheat [was]

purchased at high pric-
es and with energy costs
at the peak of the crisis,
Crippa said.

While the cause of the price
increases remains a subject
of debate, the fury they
have invoked is quite clear.
“People are pretending not
to see it, but the prices are
clearly visible,” one Italian
Twitter user tweeted, add-
ing, “Fruit, vegetable, pasta
and milk prices are leaving
their mark” At the super-
market below my house,
which has the prices of
Las Vegas in the high sea-
son, dried pasta has even
reached 5 euros per kilo,
another Italian Twitter
user posted in frustration.
This isn’t the first time Ital-
ians have gotten worked up
over pasta. An Italian anti-
trust agency raided 26 pas-
ta makers over price-fixing
allegations in 2009, fining
the companies 12.5 million
euros.

Endnotes



